


Welcome to WAC Week

All of our workshops will be available online in the 
coming weeks.

Learn more at writingcenter.colostate.edu/wac.



Welcome to WAC Week

Small Grant Applications 
Goal: Develop one or more writing activities or assignments
Support: 
• Consultation with an experienced writing instructor
• Materials development
• Outcomes assessment appropriate for demonstration of teaching effectiveness

Learn more at writingcenter.colostate.edu/wac/grants.



Using Generative AI 
to Enhance Student 
Engagement with 
Course Content

Tim Amidon and Mike Palmquist
Colorado State University



A Quick 
Overview

Some observations on reactions to using 
generative AI

Some observations on its use as to 
support inquiry

Some observations about its use to 
support writing

Discussion



What are the 
limitations and 

opportunities of 
GenAI?
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What can a 
teacher do?



Using AI to 
Advance 

Your Course 
Goals



Use AI to support 
inquiry.
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Using AI as 
a Tool for 

Engagement



Using AI as 
a Starting 
Point for 

Disciplinary 
Writing



Engineering 
Prompts



Iteration



Activity https://chat.openai.com/share/c607da53-
48ba-4812-a45d-c6f3963b76b5

https://chat.openai.com/share/c607da53-48ba-4812-a45d-c6f3963b76b5
https://chat.openai.com/share/c607da53-48ba-4812-a45d-c6f3963b76b5


Iteration



Use AI to support 
writing quality.



A Caveat
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Using AI as 
a Feedback 

Tool

The text you provided is not 
entirely accurate. Photosynthesis is a well-
understood process that occurs in plants, 
algae, and some bacteria. It is the process 
by which these organisms convert light 
energy into chemical energy, which is then 
used to fuel cellular activities 1. Scientists 
have been researching ways to harness this 
process outside of plants to produce more 
energy and better food. However, it is not a 
matter of making it profitable, but rather 
finding ways to make it efficient and cost-
effective 1.
I hope this helps clarify the topic for you!
Learn more:
1. byjus.com2. nature.com3. 
nationalgeographic.org4. gettyimages.com

https://byjus.com/biology/photosynthesis/
https://byjus.com/biology/photosynthesis/
https://byjus.com/biology/photosynthesis/
https://byjus.com/biology/photosynthesis/
https://byjus.com/biology/photosynthesis/
https://byjus.com/biology/photosynthesis/
https://byjus.com/biology/photosynthesis/
https://byjus.com/biology/photosynthesis/
https://byjus.com/biology/photosynthesis/
https://www.nature.com/scitable/topicpage/photosynthetic-cells-14025371/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/photosynthesis/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/photosynthesis/
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/illustration/photosynthesis-biological-vector-royalty-free-illustration/944092980
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Using AI as 
a Revision 

Tool

Here’s an improved version of 
the passage:
Photosynthesis is a well-understood process 
that occurs in plants, algae, and some 
bacteria. It is the process by which these 
organisms convert light energy into 
chemical energy, which is then used to fuel 
cellular activities 1. Scientists have been 
researching ways to harness this process 
outside of plants to produce more energy 
and better food. However, it is not a matter 
of making it profitable, but rather finding 
ways to make it efficient and cost-
effective 1.

I hope this helps clarify the topic for you!.
Learn more:
1. byjus.com2. nature.com3. bbc.co.uk

https://byjus.com/biology/photosynthesis/
https://byjus.com/biology/photosynthesis/
https://byjus.com/biology/photosynthesis/
https://byjus.com/biology/photosynthesis/
https://byjus.com/biology/photosynthesis/
https://byjus.com/biology/photosynthesis/
https://byjus.com/biology/photosynthesis/
https://byjus.com/biology/photosynthesis/
https://byjus.com/biology/photosynthesis/
https://www.nature.com/scitable/topicpage/photosynthetic-cells-14025371/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvrrd2p/articles/zn4sv9q
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Using AI as 
a Style 

Checker

Bing Chat: Here’s an improved version of the 
passage:

Photosynthesis is an important but not all that 
well-understood process. It seems like scientists 
have been trying to figure out how to turn it into 
a process we can use outside of plants so that we 
can produce more energy and better food. 
However, they haven’t made it profitable yet, 
which is unfortunate.

If you’re looking for ways to improve your 
grammar and spelling, there are many resources 
available online. For example, you can use online 
tools like LanguageTool 1 or Grammarly 2 to check 
your writing for errors. Additionally, you can 
review the basics of sentence structure, spelling, 
punctuation, and word roots 3. Reading a lot can 
also help you improve your vocabulary and 
grammar 4. Finally, taking courses or using 
language games and apps can make learning 
fun 3.

• I hope this helps!

https://languagetool.org/
https://languagetool.org/
https://www.grammarly.com/grammar-check
https://www.wikihow.com/Improve-Your-Grammar-and-Vocabulary
https://www.wikihow.com/Improve-Your-Grammar-and-Vocabulary
https://www.wikihow.com/Improve-Your-Grammar-and-Vocabulary
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/english-levels/improve-your-english-level/how-improve-your-english-grammar
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/english-levels/improve-your-english-level/how-improve-your-english-grammar
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/english-levels/improve-your-english-level/how-improve-your-english-grammar
https://www.wikihow.com/Improve-Your-Grammar-and-Vocabulary
https://www.wikihow.com/Improve-Your-Grammar-and-Vocabulary
https://www.wikihow.com/Improve-Your-Grammar-and-Vocabulary


Other uses 
of AI for 
writing

GenAI can be useful in activities such as:
• Brainstorming

• Providing an overview of a topic or issue
• Answering questions
• Locating example documents (genre)

• Creating various forms of media 
(depending on the tool)



Other uses 
of AI for 
writing

GenAI is not particularly useful for:
• Coming up with new ideas

It is, after all, all about predicting the most 
likely words that follow one another on a 
given topic.
However, it can be pushed a bit by asking it 
to identify less common or unusual 
responses to a problem. 



“Personalized AI, Everywhere You Write. Instantly 
generate clear, compelling writing while 
maintaining your unique voice.”

    - Grammarly.com



Some Questions



Reaction
Comments
Discussion

Tim Amidon
tim.amidon@colostate.edu

Mike Palmquist 
mike.palmquist@colostate.edu

Visit WAC@CSU at 
https://writingcenter.colostate.edu/WAC

https://writingcenter.colostate.edu/WAC
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